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What Jesus do you like best?

“T like the Christmas Jesus best.” That’s
what Will Ferrell who plays Ricky Bobby
says in the movie Talladega Nights. “Dear
tiny Jesus, Golden fleece diapers, with your

f tiny, fat, balled up fists..” “Jesus did grow
up”, his wife reminds him, “Yon don’t always

have to call him baby. It’s kind of off putting to be praying to a baby all the time”
Ricky Bobby replies, “1 like the Christmas Jesus best when I am saying grace.”

Now we might langh at such a scene in a movie, but it’s closer to the truth than we
realize. Who doesn’t like the Christmas [esus? 1 mean, what's not to like? I love
to sing the Christmas carols, and I get excited when we ‘Go tell it on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born!” But Jesus grew in wisdom and stature. He was ‘God
with us’, ‘Emmanuel’.  Are we prepared to listen to the Son of the Most High
God who says, “Love your enemies and do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you” It’s easy to worship a baby who asks
nothing of us but a diaper change. But He did grow up. That’s the hard part, but
also the good part.

“He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firsthorn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the full-
ness of God was pleased to dwell” Colossians 1: 18-19

Rev. Mark Kindem

_ Candlelight
U Christmas
a4~ Eve Service
y_Service
e 4:00 p.m.

with communion
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President’s Letter )

For as the rain and the snow come
down from heaven...so shall my word
be that goes out from my mouth, it shall
not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose, and
succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Isaiah 55:11

At the fall workshop for the school
district, teachers were encouraged to
become "Merchant of Hope" for the
students they teach. Ithought that
Merchants of Hope would make an
excellent banner to put outside
churches. The church IS the place to go
when everything seems hopeless. We
are moving into the season of Advent,
we could call it the church's season of
hope. God's promise is coming to
fruition. The long hoped for Messiah is
near.

Isaiah reminds us as he reminded the
Israelites that God's will and purpose do
not go out in a random way and
disappear but accomplish what God
intends. This is what we hope for and
trust in. Chuck Lofy, in writing about
church change says" we practice faith
far more when things seem hopeless.

Only when things seem hopeless can
faith come into play." He also says that
despair is often the prelude to hope and
that Christians must be willing to
experience despair to be able to become
the hope that the world needs. We may
need to experience despair and grief to
be merchants of hope and life.

Let us wait together through Advent
with hope and the faith that God's word
will succeed at what it was sent to do at
Bethel. Blessed Christmas to all, joy to
the world!

Laurie Buehler , Council Chair

Stewardship of time and self:

A young pastor was assigned to visit all of the
“Inactive members” and see if he could get some of
them to come back to church. He heard lots of reasons
why people had quit coming to church, and eventually
found a common denominator. “All of the people I
visited told me in one way or another that they had quit
coming to church because they weren’t “getting out of
it” whatever it was that they thought they should get out
of it.”” 'This surprised the pastor, because when he was
a child, his mother would say, “we are going to church
to worship God,; six days a week God blesses us and on
Sundays we give thanks.” Reflecting back on those
years, he wasn’t sure if it ever occurred to him that he
was supposed to get anything out of it. “Certainly, that
wasn’t the reason we went. I didn’t know very much
about church or about what it all meant, but even at a
very young age I knew that it wasn’t about me...these
people didn’t come from all over town Sunday after
Sunday just to get together and meet my needs. No.
They came to worship God.”

He goes on to say, “Now that I am a lot older, I
have discovered something else. When people do this,
when they come to worship God, something wonderful
happens. They discover that they are much more likely
to get something out of the experience than if they had
come for any other reason. When we quit focusing on
ourselves and focus instead on worshiping the God
who is so good to us, one of our deepest needs is met.
We just didn’t know, perhaps, that that was what we
needed.”

“I was glad when they said unto me, let us go to the
house of the Lord” Psalm 122:1

Wednesday, December 1 12 noon
Wednesday, December 8 12 noon
Wednesday, December 15 12 noon

12 noon

Wednesday, December 22

Soup and sandwich

will be served after each

Noon service!
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00
S ""” ' KIDS CLUB
* Join us at 5:30 p.m. for a Family Dinner!
a [
su“?\ %‘ All are welcome to sit and eat together!
® Pre-school - 6™ Grade

Age 3 thru 12" Grade

Sunday, Dec. 05 10:30—11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 01  5:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 12 10:30—11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 08 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 19  10:30—11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 15 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 26 OFF

Wednesday, Dec. 22 429 OFF

Confirmation Class

Graders

Dec. 01 6:30-8:00 p.m. Theme Event # 6 REMINDER!
Dec. 08 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Fellowship Event Bethel Lutheran’s
Dec. 15 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Sunday Practice CHRISTMAS MUSIC SERVICE

Dec. 19 9:00 a.m. Christmas Music Service Sunday, Dec. 19th

at the
Dec. 22 & 29 OFF

9:00 a.m.
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06
07

10
11
12
13
14

15
17

19
22

23

27

28
30

Brandon Kuznia
Kevin Helland
Richard Carter
Stacey Clink
Jennifer Vance
Carol Rogers

Patsy Moen

Gail Pederson
Heidi Jones

Jaimie Wood
Marlene Bergstrom
Joan Kiehne-Reese
Priscilla Donaghue
Art Reistad

Natalie Rader
Lennard Bergstrom
Carol Sele

Betty Olsen

Andy Powell
Kristen Walker
Libby Hargesheimer
Janet Nielsen
Delores Johnson
Bob Swanson
Hank Moen

Earl Lundeen

Alex Powell j

30

Dick & Marilyn Zeman\ /

Budget Hearings
1952 There will be 2 budget
hearings. This is for the
Marilyn Workman whole congregation. Your

participation is greatly
1950 appreciated. We will be
looking at some of the
possibilities for next year.
Doug & Carol Sele

1978 1%t one is
Thurs., Dec. 2 @ 7:00 p.m.

2" one is
Sunday, Dec. 5

after the 2" service -

will include a soup
luncheon.

. /

Thank Yyou again to everyone who participated tn any

Benevolence from

2010 Bazaar
000000

The following is a breakdown of the $950.00
that was distributeo as follows:

Soup Kitchen $450.00
wWorld Relief $100.00
Huwmane Soclety $250.00

Food Shelf  (Plants valued @ £150.00)

way for this year's Bazaar. It was a huge success!!
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.
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
D 1 7:00am Men’s Group 2 3 4
E Bethel 12:(3)8am BilrzlkedstudyS e lunch 4:30pm Weight i()(:350 -3
. . :00 noon Advent Service/ lunch after
C dehverlng After lunch - Staff Meeting yg(;cher}; 1 Meeting
E Meals on 5:30pm Christian Ed / Youth Meeting :00pm Bells &
M Wheels 5:30pm Supper Chimes
[Children/ Confirmation/ Youth/ Parents]
E Monday, Nov. ' ;3 kips cLus 6:00pm Staff Sup-
29th - Fl‘lda}’, 5:30-8:00pm Confirmation Group port Meeting
E Dec. 3td High School Group 7:00 p.m.
R “Caring for Creation” Book & Bible Study = Budget Hearing
led b Vern Nelson for 2011 Budget
5 6 7 8  7:00am Men’s Group 9 10 11
9:00am Contemporary 9:30am Pastors H. 10:30am Bible Study 10:00 a.m.
10:00am Fellowship Hour Conf 12:00 noon Advent Service/ lunch after 4:30pm Weight Setting up
10:30am Sunday School 5:00pm After lunch - Staff Meeting Watchers the )
10:30am Traditional Weight 12:00 noon Advent Service/ lunch after Christmas
FOOD SHELF SUNDAY  Warchers | 5:30pm Finance Meet. | 5:30pm Supper 6:00pm Bells & Trees
. ing in Trinity Room [Children/ Confirmation/ Youth/ Parents] Chimes
Budget Hearing for 2011 : 5:30pm KIDS CLUB
Budgf:t after second service 5:30-8:00pm Confirmation Group
with soup luncheon High School Group
12 “Go the Extra Mile” for | 13 14 15  7:00am Men’s Group 16 17 18
World Hunger 10:30am Text Study 10:30am Bible Study
12:00 noon Advent Service/ lunch after 4:30pm Weight
9:00am Contemporary 5:00pm 5:00pm Church in After lunch - Staff Meeting Watchers
10:00am Fellowship Hour Weight Society Committee 12:00 noon Advent Service/ lunch after
10:30am Sunday School Watchers | Mtg. 5:30pm Supper 6:00pm Bells &
10:30am Traditional [Children/ Confirmation/ Youth/ Parents] Chimes
6:30pm Council Meet- 5:30pm KIDS CLUB
ing 5:30-8:00pm Confirmation Group 4
High School Group L ]
19 20 21 22 7:00am Men’s Group 23 24 8 |
9:00am Christmas Music 10:30am Text Study 10:30am Bible Study g ;{“'.:‘ \
Service A 12:00 noon Advent Serv}ce/ lunch after 4:30p m \Weigh t E ‘::-(
10:00am Fellowship Hour 5:00pm 1:30pm Mary Martha | After lunch - Staff Meeting Watchers S ERVICE
10:30am Sunday School Weight Circle 5:30pm NO Supper
Watchers 5:30pm NO KIDS CLUB 6:00pm Bells & 4:00 p.m.
6:30 NO High School Youth Group Chimes Service
6:30pm Confirmation - Guide Meeting - with Communion
Students with their family
26 27 28 29 30 31
10:30am Text Study 7:00am Men’s Group
9:00am Worship Service 10:30am Bible Study 4:30pm Weight
10:00am Fellowship Hour 5.000m 12:00 noon Staff Meeting Watchers
10:30am NO Sunday School Vé’eight 5:30pm NO Supper
N 5:30pm NO KIDS CLUB 6:00pm Bells &
6:30 NO High School Youth Group Chimes
L)
(D Church and Society

Rev. Vern Nelson will again offer the series on care of creation this time in the evening. The four sessions will
begin Wednesday, December 1. Come for dinner and stay for the study. Thank you for the generous donations to
the community's efforts at helping the homeless! Bemidji does a lot for a community its size.

December's Extra Mile will go to World Hunger initiatives. The Habitat House is nearly finished and the family
will be moving in soon.

Servants of Shelter will be at Bethel January 9-16. We will need lots of volunteers so please begin thinking about
how you can be involved.
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FOOD SHELF
News

The food shelf has been very busy in No-
vember. We had the usual Novem-

ber Stuff A Truck which was successful
as it has been in the past. I hope you all
saw the article in The Pioneer and the pic-
tures.

Before writing this today (11-29-10) I
called for a report on the activity on the
day before Thanksgiving. It is always a
busy day as a lot of our clients keep a visit
in reserve for this. We had 85 families

and if you multiplied that by 3 or 4 you can see that we
served a lot of people so they could have a meal for their
families on Thanksgiving. It is also quite busy today but I
don't have any numbers for that. Will have complete num-
bers in the Beacon next month.

When I discovered that I needed a sub for me on the truck
and the sorting I called one of my volunteers and he said he
would work for me. Thank you, Roy. Roy works for the
food shelf in so many ways.

We took part in the Health Fair at the senior center in No-
vember also and that was a success,. I talked to a lot of peo-
ple and gave out information about how folks can use the
food shelf. My helpers for that I am also very thankful

for. You know who you are and I appreciated everyone of
you. All the volunteers are appreciated and our thanks goes
out to each and every one of you, whether you work at the
food shelf or donate to the cause.

From the Food Shelf and me, have a very Merry Christmas
and thank you for your support in the year 2010.

Nancy Streightiff

Pastoral Acts ~ November ~ 2010

Baptisms:
Date: Name:
11/07/10 Josephine Jean Carter
11/28/10 Morgan Eve Powell

Parents:
Jessica Jo (Westrum) Carter
Steven Thomas Carter

Sponsors:
Joseph Bazey

Sarah Bazey

John Nistler
Shelley Nistler

Jessica Lynn (Springer) Powell
Andler John Powell

Annual

11:3@.m.

Potluck

in Fellowship Hall followed by
Annual Congregational

Meeting

Sunday, January 30, 2011
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10 of 10 Stewar dS]HP Principles

As baptized members of the body of
Accept a \

challenge

Christ, we gratefully confess Jesus as our

Lord and Savior. We boldly proclaim

the gospel as the Word of God. We clearly means recognizing the dynamic nature

recognize the gifis that God has first of our faith. As our faith grows so will

our blessings, and our responsibilities.

given us through grace, and we joyfully Paul writes

J/ 'bili “ . .
accept our role and responsibility as ...the one who sows sparingly will

stewards. The following principle pro- also reap sparingly, and the one who

vides a foundation for the life of a faithful sows bountifully will also reap

and generous steward. \gn tifully. 2 Connthlanwy

We walk together as stewards in God’s church.

Our role as God's stewards is one of many dimensions - grateful, responsible, self-
sacrificing, willing, sharing, proportionate, committed, regular, genuine, and chal-
lenged. By generously giving of ourselves, we discover joy in Christ.

“... you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthians 9:7
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Dorothy Esther Bakken

Dorothy has been attending Bethel Lutheran since
March 14, 2010. She is transferring her member-
ship from East Side Lutheran in Sioux Falls, SD.

Laurie , Jaramie, & Jaimie Wood

Laurie and her children are transferring their membership/records from Resur-
rection Lutheran Church in Hanover, MN. Both Jaramie and Jaimie are in

~

Bethel ds confirmation progr am.

Michael, Daphne & Daphne Linnea Urban

Michael is Assistant Professor, Department of Professional Education at BSU.
He enjoys hiking and being outdoors.

Daphne is a stay at home mom mostly, though she works part -time as a Tup-
perware consultant. She also has recently joine
of Faith (MOF), and attend ECFE with Linnea, who is almost 2 years old. Daphne
is originally from California and lived most of her life in Colorado, and spent one
year in Maine where Linnea was born and now the family lives here in Minneso-
ta. She has a degree in Meteorology which she hopes to use again someday.

Linnea is 20 months old. She is in a one year old ECFE class and is enjoying
meeting other kids her age. She is shy initially when meeting new people, but
guickly warms up. She is a happy child and canita
join Bethel ds Sunday School

The Urban family is transferring their members
an Church in Greeley, Colorado. They have been attending Bethel Lutheran since
August of this year.

e g e e e e e e e g e e g e e (R e R e g e e R e e e R . . G . .

How about taking the family to Bible Camp next summer? Mt. Carmel is located
on Lake Carlos north of Alexandria, MN, and is set up for families, couples, or
singles of all ages to enjoy a great week of Christian fellowship, bible study, and
o recreation. Pastor and Mrs. Kindem would like you to join them at camp this
Mt. Carmel . : . :
Bible Camp summer in C’Iuly. There are fam.lly style cabins, or .carr?psn‘es for your tent or
camper. It's a fun week...the kids spend the morning in the youth programs, so
the adults are free to listen to the morning bible study leaders. Then of course there's plenty
of lake time and relaxing fun. If you are interested in going, please contact Miriam Kindem by
December 15, 2008. The camp fills up fast, so we want to make sure to get you in Brochures
and more information will be following.
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This the first of a series of articles by which, as a committee, we will

provide information on how the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
views our responsibility towards the society of which we are a
part. This first article will be a brief summary of the Church's Social

Statement adopted in September 1991.

Church in Society The Church in Society, A Lutheran Perspective

"The Gospel as good news of God's salvation given in the life, death,

and resurrection of Jesus distinguishes the Church from all other com-
munities. The Gospel liberates from sin, death and evil and motivates

the Church to care for neighbor and the earth".

Baptized into new life in Christ we live this spirit-powered newness in loving service to family, friends, and neighbors,
especially the hungry, forgotten, oppressed and despised. Jesus invites us to see people of all classes, races and cul-
tures, friends and strangers, allies and enemies as our "neighbor".

We ask how God's Word effects God's world? What can we do to bring justice and righteousness into the life of this
world?

Relying on God's revelation, God's gift of reason and guided by the Holy Spirit we deliberate together over the choices
and challenges we face as citizens in our world.

"Through the divine activity of the Law, God preserves creation, orders society, and promotes justice in a broken
world".

And God relies on us, His Church, to promote and implement that justice.

We are called to participate in social structures critically, for sin also is at work in the world. Life-giving and life-
destroying dynamics are part of the mix. We, therefore must unite realism, vision, wisdom and courage as we fulfill our
social responsibility. This means that we must constantly discern when to support and when to confront society's cul-
tural patterns, values, and powers.

If we are to be a reconciling and healing (saving) presence - a Christ-Life presence - then we cannot shy away from
providing that presence.

Can a congregation become such a witness to its members and to its community? Yes! By beginning to provide infor-
mation based on Holy Scripture under the guidance of Holy Spirit - information. That will give the ingredients necessary
to make Christ-like moral and ethical decisions.

Toward this end we are offering a series of four sessions on the theme "Awakening to God's call to Earth keeping".
We will explore what the Scriptures teach about our responsibility to care for the earth. The first session will begin :

Wednesday, December 1st 6:30 pm -8 pm

Welcome, Peace in Christt The Committee on Church in Society

Next month: "For Peace in God's World"



